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Dear Veterans, Families and Friends, 

Another year is coming to an end. We have enjoyed meeting and speaking with each of 

you. This year, we have been saddened by many losses, but, we have also had many 

enjoyable and memorable moments. The Jefferson County Veterans Service Commis-

sioners and staff, would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New 

Year. We ask that you all keep our deployed soldiers and our Veterans in your hearts, es-

pecially during this time of year. Please let us know if you know of someone who might 

be in need of our services. We are proud to serve those who have served and 

their  families. 

Sincerely, 

Jefferson County Veterans Service Commission 

Have you checked the batteries in your smoke alarms this year? 

Blood Drive December 13th 12-530pm.  

Jefferson County Veterans  

Service Commission 

500 Market Street , Second Floor 

If you would like to make an appointment,  

Call our office. Walk- ins are WELCOME! 

FREE BREAKFAST! FREE BREAKFAST! ! 

What better way to start a day!  AMVETS Post 275 and the 

Vietnam Veterans Support Group is hosting the first  

Veterans Breakfast of the Year! (I hear they are planning 

on having: eggs, SOS, doughnuts, and coffee!) 

All Veterans Welcome.  

January 24th 9am-1030am  

500 Market Street, 3rd Floor, Steubenville, OH 



The Veterans Crisis Line Helps Veterans and Their Families 

If youôre a Veteran in crisis or know a Veteran who is, support is here. Itôs only a phone call, click, or text away. This 

help is here 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. And the support is confidential. 

A Free Service, Staffed by Trained VA Responders 

The Veterans Crisis Line is a phone, online chat, and text-messaging service. Itôs free to all Veterans. Itôs free even if 

you are not registered with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Itôs free even if you are not enrolled in VA 

health care. Hundreds of Veterans call us every day, and start to get back on track. 

The Veterans Crisis Line is staffed by caring, trained VA responders. Many of these people are Veterans, too. They 

understand what Veterans have been through. They know the challenges Veterans face, for all ages and in all service 

eras. 

The VA Can Help 

Crisis feels different for everybody. It can happen from a wide range of situations. Problems can happen before, dur-

ing, or after military service. Some Veterans are coping with aging, stress, or other challenges in civilian life. Others 

may have problems in their relationships. Or they may have issues returning to work or education. 

Veterans may be facing problems such as: 

*Chronic pain  *Anxiety       *Depression    *Homelessness                                                                    

*Depression    *Sleeplessness   *Anger   

No matter what your crisis is, a Veterans Crisis Line responder can give support, day or night. 

Family and Caregivers Can Also Use the Service 

Family, friends, and caregivers are often the first to realize a Veteran may be in crisis and need support. The Veterans 

Crisis Line is trained to help Veteransô families and friends make sure their loved ones get care they need. The VA of-

fers a network of support for all Veterans and their families and friends. 

Are you a Veteranôs spouse, child, parent, sibling, grandparent, friend, or caregiver? The Veterans Crisis Line is here 

for you. If you are concerned about the safety and well-being of a Veteran, stand by him or her.           

Call 800-273-8255 and press 1. Or chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net. Or you can send a text message 

to 838255. Any of these three methods will connect you to free support. You will be helped by an experienced, 

caring VA responder. This service is confidential. 

Helping Prevent Suicide 

The VA is committed to reducing Veteran suicide. Each VA Medical Center has a Suicide Prevention Coordinator or 

team to offer Veterans the services they need. Veterans Crisis Line responders can also refer calls to Suicide Preven-

tion Coordinators. These trained people will follow up with Veterans and organize care they need. Care is available for 

many issues. A Veteran may have PTSD or depression. He or she may have readjustment problems. Or sleep prob-

lems may be making life difficult. The VA has resources to help with all of these issues. 

Suicide Prevention Coordinators and VA partners work to get the message out to Veterans and communities about the 

VAôs suicide prevention resources. The VA has two centers that focus on suicide research. These centers study fac-

tors that may add to suicide risk. The centers also develop and test public health strategies and clinical interven-

tions  for suicide prevention. The centers are: 

¶VISN 19 Mental Illness Research Education and Clinical Center (MIRECC) in Denver, Colorado 

¶VISN 2 Center of Excellence in Canandaigua, New York, which also houses the Veterans Crisis Line and online chat 

For more information about the VAôs suicide prevention and mental health resources, go to www.mentalhealth.va.gov. 

http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/


VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP), It’s Ready to Go! 

The Department of Veterans Affairs provides comprehensive  dental care to Veterans who meet eligibility 

standards; however, the benefit is not available to many Veterans. VA would like all Veterans and benefi-

ciaries to have access to good oral health. Good oral health is more than just a nice smile or ability to 

chew favorite foods ï it impacts a personôs overall health throughout his or her life.  

VAôs Dental Insurance Program (VADIP) offers enrolled Veterans and beneficiaries of VAôs Civilian Health 

and Medical Program (CHAMPVA) the opportunity to purchase dental insurance at a reduced cost. 

(VADIP) was established as a pilot program by the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services 

Act of 2012. The pilot program, which began Jan. 1, 2014, and ended Jan. 31, 2017, assessed the feasi-

bility and advisability of providing a premium based dental insurance plan to eligible individuals. The VA 

Dental Insurance Reauthorization Act of 2016, signed into law July 29, 2016, allows VA to continue VA-

DIP until Dec. 31, 2021.  

Pilot program contracts with dental insurance providers Delta  Dental and MetLife expired Jan. 31, 2017. 

The acquisition process to let new contracts is underway. New enrollments are  suspended until insur-

ance providers under the new contract are selected and able to support the program. VA will announce 

the insurance providers and timeline for new enrollments as soon as the contract acquisition process is 

complete and timelines are  set. 

Individuals enrolled in VADIP when the pilot contracts expired automatically receive continued coverage 

for up to 12 months, not to exceed Jan. 31, 2018, depending on the terms of their Delta Dental or MetLife 

plan. For more information, those individuals should contact their insurance provider. The telephone  

number for Delta Dental is  1-855-370-3303; the telephone number for MetLife is 1-888-310-1681. 

Eligibility for VADIP   

Veterans enrolled in the VA health care program and CHAMPVA beneficiaries are eligible to participate in 

VADIP. Participation in VADIP does not affect Veteransô eligibility for VA dental  services and treatment. 

Dependents of Veterans, except those eligible under CHAMPVA, are not eligible for VADIP; however, the 

insurance carriers may offer dependents separate coverage options.  

Dental Plan Information  

Coverage will be provided throughout the United States and its territories.  

Multiple plan options will allow participants to select a plan that provides benefits and  premiums that meet 

their dental needs and budget. Offered plans will vary and may include diagnostic, preventative, surgical, 

emergency and endodontic/restorative treatment. Each  participant will pay a fixed monthly premium for 

coverage, in addition to any copayments required by his or her plan. Go to the following site or call to sign 

up today! 

https://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vadip/ 
According to the Veterans Affairs Dental Insurance program site: 

https://www.ddfgptoolkits.com/ipWeb/appmanager/ipp/vadipdesktop?
_nfpb=true&_windowLabel=ippBenefitOptionsControllerPortlet_2&ippBenefitOptionsControllerPortlet_2_actionOverride=%2Fdesktops%2Fipp%2Fportlets%
2Fenrollment%2FfsLandingPage%2FcontrollerAction 

VADIP Prime-Single $48.47 Two Party $96.94 Family $145.41 

VADIP Comprehensive- Singel $38.91 Two Party $77.83 Family $116.74 

VADIP Enhanced- Single $22.61 Two Party $45.22 Family $67.83 

**Rates for zip code 43964** 



To make an appointment with one of our Service Officers, Please call (740) 283-8571 

Colleagues and Fellow Veterans,  

The VA Interest Rate Reduction Refinance Loan (IRRRL) lowers your interest rate by refinancing your 
existing VA home loan. During FY17, VA guaranteed over 190,000 home loans under this program. In 
FY 2017, there were nearly 1,500 lenders that participate in the VA Home Loan program. 

 Regrettably, some lenders have taken advantage of Service members and Veterans with VA 
home loans in the past. They have sent unsolicited offers to refinance VA mortgages with misleading ad-
vertising. If you have a VA home loan, there is a good chance you have already come into contact with 
unsolicited offers which appear official and may sound too good to be true. 

 The VA and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB) have issued their first Warning  
Order to Service members and Veterans who currently have a VA home loan, as we have found 

that some of you are being targeted with misleading advertising. 

 Understand that certain advertised benefits, such as no out-of-pocket closing costs, skipped mortgage 
payments, and escrow refunds, are costs that are generally added to your loan and increase the overall 
principal balance. These are all red flags that may indicate that the loan is less likely to benefit you.      
Before you proceed with a VA mortgage refinance, be sure to consider the long-term and short-term   
benefits and consequences of refinancing your loan. 

 If you are contacted to refinance your VA mortgage, carefully consider your options and ask 

questions:  

¶ Does a lower interest rate extend the term (i.e., 30-year fixed rate to another 30-year fixed rate)? 

¶ What are the financial implications when choosing between a fixed term and an adjustable rate mort-   
gage loan? 

¶ What is your total payback for the new loan vs. the original loan? 

¶ Do offers of skipped payments or cash back ultimately get added to my loan amount? 

If you have a problem with a VA mortgage refinance or other mortgage issues, you can submit a com-
plaint to the CFPB online or by calling (855) 411-CFPB (2372). Please also see VA/CFPBôs blog on this 
topic at: https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/cfpb-and-va-warno-va-refinancing-offers-sound
-too-good-be-true/. 

 We are working hard, along with other government agencies, to identify, stop, and prevent illegal and 
misleading advertising related to VA mortgages and refinancing. If you have questions that arenôt being 
answered by your lender, please get a second opinion from another lender, or call a VA loan specialist 

who is available to assist you from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday at (877) 827-3702. 

 As always, thank you for your service.  

 Regards, 

 Curtis L. Coy 

Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity 

Veterans Benefits Administration 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Washington, DC 20420 

VA Core Values:  Integrity, Commitment, Advocacy, Respect, Excellence (“I CARE”)   
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VA Announces Rollout and Application Process for New Veterans ID Card  

     WASHINGTON ð Today the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced that the applica-

tion process for the national Veterans Identification Card (VIC) is now available for Veterans ð yet an-

other action honoring their service. 

     This has been mandated through legislation since 2015 to honor Veterans, and todayôs rollout of the 

ID card fulfills that overdue promise. 

     Only those Veterans with honorable service will be able to apply for the ID card, which will provide 

proof of military service, and may be accepted by retailers in lieu of the standard DD-214 form to obtain 

promotional discounts and other services where offered to Veterans. 

ñThe new Veterans Identification Card provides a safer and more convenient and efficient way for most 

Veterans to show proof of service,ò said VA Secretary Dr. David J. Shulkin. ñWith the card, Veterans 

with honorable service to our nation will no longer need to carry around their paper DD-214s to obtain 

Veteran discounts and other services.ò   

The VIC provides a more portable and secure alternative for those who served the minimum obligated 

time in service, but did not meet the retirement or medical discharge threshold. Veterans who served in 

the armed forces, including the reserve components, and who have a discharge of honorable or gen-

eral (under honorable conditions) can request a VIC. 
           To request a VIC, Veterans must visit vets.gov, click on ñApply for Printed Veteran ID Cardò on the  

       bottom left of the page and sign in or create an account. 

     Veterans who apply for a card should receive it within 60 days and can check delivery status of their 

cards at vets.gov. A digital version of the VIC will be available online by mid-December. 

Veteran ID Cards Ready to Roll! 

You will need to upload a photo of yourself. If you need any help obtaining an id card, please 

give Annabelle Clutter a call at (740) 283-8571, or you can email me. 

**As of 12/6/17- The site to order id cards has become overwhelmed, you may have to try multiple 

times to access the site. There are rumors that the site managers are working on this problem. 

Are you Service Connected and have an old id card that does not say: 

“Service Connected” on it? 

Make sure to take an additional form of id with you, drivers license, etc... 

For Veterans enrolled in the Pittsburgh VA system: 

VA Pittsburgh, PA University Drive: Go to admissions between 8am-4pm.  (866) 482-7488 

Saint Clairsville OP Clinic: 830am-3pm (their lunch is at 12pm) information and photo will be taken and 

forwarded to VA in Pittsburgh. You will receive your id in the mail. (877) 434-2721 

For Veterans enrolled in the Cleveland VA system: 

East Liverpool/Calcutta OP Center: 830am-3pm Information and photo will be taken and forwarded to 

Cleveland. You will receive your id card in the mail. (330) 386-4303 

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO CALL BEFORE YOU MAKE A TRIP! 

https://www.vets.gov/
https://www.vets.gov/veteran-id-card/


Post Meetings  

American Legion Post 86 

415 Market Street 

Toronto, OH 43964 

(740) 537-9317 

Email: pg.legion@yahoo.com 

Meetings: 2nd Thursday of every month 630pm 

American Legion Post 274 

900 North 7th Street 

Steubenville, OH 43952 

(740) 275-4119, after 5pm 

Email: dwpost274@yahoo.com 

Meetings:1st & 3rd Monday of the month 5pm,  

                 2nd & 4th Monday 6pm 

American Legion Post 525 

75 Hannah Ave 

Adena, OH 43901 

(740) 546-9790 

Email: adenalegion525@outlook.com 

Meetings: 2nd Sunday of every month 7pm 

American Legion Post 557 

1212 Two Ridge  Road 

Wintersville, OH 43953 

(740) 264-9196 

Email: americanlegion557@gmail.com 

Meetings: 2nd Monday of the month 630pm 

American Legion Post 573 

210 Market Street 

Brilliant, OH 43913 

(740) 598-3515 

Email: brilliantal573@gmail.com 

Meetings: 3rd Wednesday 7pm 

American Legion Post 735 

350 Township Road 39 

Piney Fork, OH 43941 

No Phone 

Email: ckmccain@frontier.com 

Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the month 7pm 

American Legion Post 740 

141 Legion Drive 

Richmond, OH 43944 

No Phone 

Email: alpost740@gmail.com 

Meetings: 3rd Thursday of the month 7pm 

VFW Post 232 

412 Liberty Street 

Amsterdam, OH 43903 

(740) 543-3239 

Email: buckspost232@gmail.com 

Meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm 

VFW Post 4811 

123 Market Street 

Yorkville, OH 43971 

(740) 859-2567 

Email: NONE 

Meetings: 1st Monday of the month 7pm 

*Special Note* All addressô are the ñphysical 

addressò and may not be the same as the ñmailing 

addressò For more information concerning Postôs 

activities, check out our ñCalendar of Eventsò on  

http://www.jvets.net/ 

Calendar is updated regularly. 



Every Wednesday 530pm Vietnam Veteran Support 

Group  500 Market Street Suite 305  

Steubenville OH. POC: Jack Ernest (740) 632-2579 

 

First Wednesday of every month at 1pm 

Jefferson County Veterans Association meeting 

Open to all veterans Friendship Park, Smithfield. (Nice days 

meet at shelter located between Military Park and Honor Wall. 

Inclement weather meet in the parkôs maintenance office 

building at end of  the drag strip)  

POC: Frank Santa (740) 769-2622 

 

Every 3rd Friday of the month at 9am 

Eatôn Park in Weirton, WV Wheeling Vets  

Center, Veteran Breakfast Group 

(304) 232-0587 

 

VA Caregiver Support 

Veterans who require a caregiver may be 

eligible for up to 30 days of respite care each 

year. To see if you are eligible for respite 

care  services, call the Caregiver Support 

Line  1-855-260-3274.  

Community Access Points for Counseling  
Community Access Points are where you can find Vet Center 
Counselors on a regular basis providing services at different 
places around the Ohio Valley. The goal of the Community  
Access Point is to provide convenient  locations for you to 
meet with Vet Center counselors. We have a Community    
Access Point here in the Towers Building, 500 Market Street, 
Suite 305, Steubenville, OH 43952. For more information, 
Please contact the Wheeling Vet Center, (304) 232-0587. 

 

Environmental Health Registry, Evalua-

tion for Veterans 

The VAôs health registry evaluation is a free, 

voluntary medical assessment for Veterans 

who may have been exposed to certain envi-

ronmental hazards during military service. 

The evaluations alert Veterans to possible 

long-term health problems that may be     

related to exposure to specific environmental 

hazards during their military service. The VA 

has established several health registries to 

track and monitor the health of specific 

groups of Veterans. You may be eligible to 

participate in one or more of these health 

registries: Agent Orange Registry, Airborne 

Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry, Gulf 

War (includes current war on terror), Ionizing 

Radiation, Depleted Uranium Follow-Up  

Program, Toxic Embedded Fragment Sur-

veillance Center. For more information about 

these Registries, please call and speak to 

one of our Service Officers.  

(740) 283-8571 

DOD To Open Online Exchange Shopping to Veterans 

The Defense Department  announced earlier this year that veterans 
will soon be able to shop online at military exchanges. The policy 
change will extend limited online military exchange shopping privi-
leges to all honorably discharges veterans of the military. The shop-
ping benefit will be effective this Veterans Day, November 11, 2017. 
Shopping privileges will exclude the purchase of uniforms, alcohol 
and tobacco products.  

https://www.vetverify.org/    (Iôm already shopping!) 

New and Improved Website! 
Recently the JCVSC began upgrading itôs 

website. Some of the enhancements you will 

see are: New address, the website is                     

http://www.jvets.net/ 

Calendar of Veteran Events and Outreaches. 

You will also find an employment section that 

has all the local, state and federal links. This 

section is hosted by Dan Wilson who is the   

Veterans Representative at the Department 

of Job and Family Services. Listings for Jef-

ferson County American Legion Posts, VFW 

Posts, AMVETS, and the Jefferson County 

Veterans Association can also be found. 

CHECK IT OUT! 

 VA and Walgreens team up to fight influenza!  

All Veterans who are currently enrolled in VA care may 
walk into any of the over 8,000 Walgreens and receive a flu shot for 
free.   After presenting a Veterans identification card and a photo ID, 
a Walgreens pharmacist administers the vaccine and transmits that 
information securely to VA where it becomes part of the patientôs 

electronic medical record. To locate a Walgreens store near you, 
call 800-WALGREENs (800-925-4733), or go to  
Walgreens.com/findastore.                                                      
To learn more about the partnership, call 1-877-771-8537 or 
visit the VA Community Care website. 

http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/26568/veteran-id-cards-options/
https://www.walgreens.com/storelocator/find.jsp
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/immunization.asp


Contact Phone Numbers 

Jefferson County Veterans Commission: 
Phone:(740) 283-8571 
Fax:(740) 283-8668 
E-mail: aclutter@jeffersoncountyoh.com 

VA Medical Centers: 
 

University Drive Pittsburgh ,PA (866) 482-7488 
 

H.J. Heinz Campus 
1010 Delafield Road Pittsburgh, PA                  
(866) 482-7488 
 

Belmont VA Outpatient Clinic  

103 Plaza Dr. Suite A, St.Clairsville, OH  

Phone: (740) 695-9321 or (877) 434-2721 

Fax:(740) 695-6212 

 

East Liverpool/Calcutta Multi-

specialty OP Clinic 

15655 St Rt. 170, Suite A,  Calcutta, OH 43920 

Phone: (330) 386-4303 

Jefferson County Community Action Council  

114 North Fourth Street, Steubenville , OH 43952 

(740) 282-0971 

They have many programs that can help, here are a few: 

*Energy Partnership Program 

*Home Energy Assistance Program 

*Home Weatherization Assistance Program 

*American Electric Power Community  Assistance Pro-

gram 

*Senior Community Services Employment Program 

*Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

*Ohio Means Jobs-Jefferson County 

*Supportive Housing Programs 

Need a lift to University Drive VA Hospital? Call our  

office, we do a shuttle to University Drive. There is limited seating, 

so call as soon as you have your appointment. Caregivers are  

also allowed to ride, as long as we have a letter from your doctor 

stating that you need an aide to assist you. (740) 283-8571 

 

Want to catch a ride to the Louis Stokes Cleveland 

VA Center? 

You can catch a ride from Columbiana County Veterans Service. 

A couple of side notes. 

*You must have a DD214 on file at the Van Office 

*If you are not a Columbiana County resident, you are considered 
ñSpace Aò   and can be ñbumpedò for a Columbiana County veter-
an if there is a need  

for   that seat. 

Urban Mission Ministry     

301 North Fifth Street 

Steubenville, OH 43952 

 Phone: (740) 282-8010 Fax: (740) 282-
8514 

The Urban Mission is a non-profit, faith 

community that provides food, shelter, and 

other essential services to the low income 

population of the Ohio Valley. You can al-

so volunteer to help with their services.  

 On-line: www.urbanmission.org 

 Looking for Employment?   

Dan Wilson is the Veterans Representative who  

has the answers. He can be reached at : (740) 282-0971 x162  

e-mail:  ovveterans@gmail.com 

Here are Job Posting Websites!    
 Ohio Means Jobs- www.ohiomeansjobs.com 
 OVVets Job Corner-  www.jvets.net 
 Ohio State Jobs-  http://careers.ohio.gov/ 
 Federal Jobs- www.usajobs.gov 

**Options for delivery of the Veterans 

News Letter** Email, Mail, or just check 

around town! Contact me if you would 

like your letter mailed or  e-mailed 

Wheeling Vet Center  
1058 E. Bethlehem Blvd  
Wheeling, WV 26003  
(304) 232 -0587  

Would you like to sign up for the Wheeling Vet 

Center News Letter? Please call  (304) 232-0587 

To make an appointment with one of our Service Officers, Please call (740) 283-8571 


